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Hinterhof  des  Hauses  Bisamberger  Strasse  1,  Korneuburg,  Austria 
(Bauparzelle  .136),  im  Hintergrund  das  Dach  der  ehemaligen 
Synagoge  (spaeter  "Rossrauehle",  heute  (1980)  im  Grundbuch  ^als 
"Schuettkasten”  der  Bauparzelle. 134/2,  Propst  Bernhard  Xaasß-  6, 
in  der  Rossmuehl  Gasse).  Standpunkt  der  Kamera  mit  dem  Ruecken 
zur  Mauer  von  Bauparzelle  .138,  nach  ost-nordost  blickend. 
Personen;  Jakob  und  Hedwig  Schleidt  mit  Sohn  Fri tzl  rec(<b 
die"alte  Peppi"  (ehern. Kinderfrau  von  Jakob  und  Bruedern) 
mit  etwa  4 jaehrigem  Philipp  Schleidt,  daneben  unbekannte  Frau, 
im  rechten  Mittelgrund  Alfred  Schleidt). 

Datierung  nach  dem  filter  der  Kinder  etwa  1902..  (Herbst  Nachmittag) 
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Backyard  of  house  Bisamberger  Strasse  1,  Korneuburg,  Austria 

(lot  .136),  in  the  background  the  roof  of  the  former 

synagogue (later  "horse -operated  grist  mill",  now(1930)  on  record  as 

"grain  silo"  of  lot  .134/2,  Propst  Bernhard  SKffisS  Strasse  6, 

in  Rossmuehlgasse) . Camera  location  with  back  to  wall 

of  lot  .138,  looking  east-northeast. 

Persons:  Jakob  and  Hedwig  Schleidt  x^ith  son  Frltzl  right  background, 
"alte  Peppi"  (former  nanny  of  Jakob  and  his  brothers)  left  background 
with  Philipp  Schleidt,  about  4 years  old,  next  to  unknox^n  woman, 
Alfred  Schleidt  in  right  middle  ground. 

Dated  according  estimated  age  of  children;  1902  (fall  afternoon). 

(Ori  ginal  in  posession  of  Wolfgang  M.  Schleidt,  Wien  15) 


\ 


W.  M,  Schleidt 
13022  Seventh  Street 
Bowie,  MD  20715 


2)  Grundbuch  Koriiouburc  iJ.Z.  794,  liruparselle  134/2  «Woim-ebauae  und 

^ Schüttkasten»»,  Propst  Berniiardstraße  6,  Besitzer  zu  gleichen  Te  e 
Alois  und  Anna  Franziska  llandl  It.  Kaufvertrag  vom  26.0kt.1^56. 

3)  A.Klaar:  ehern,  Synagoge  (Roßmiüile)  in  Stadt  Korneuburg. . . , I 

sirniert  A.K.  8. V. 1958.  Planarchiv  d.Bundesdenkmalaiites.  I 
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is  a snuill  town  at  the  Janube,  just  a few  miles  stream-up 
nd  on  "üie  ^oppositetbar^  (tiorth)  cf  the  better  known 
tery  Klostt;rneubur,'  (south  of  the  pauube).  Oiiginally! 

8 of  "the  same  town  Ueuburg  (me, .ns  "Hev/caotle" ),  but  when 
ion  was  flooded  se^verelyt  it  was  mo"ved  to  higher  grounds ! 
d its  independence  in  1209(7).  A Jewish  settlement  existed 
urg  during  the  12th  and  15th  century,  apparently  in  and 
e ducal  palace,  which  it  took  over  when  the  last  Babenberger 
without  having  paid  his  debts  to  his  banker.  The  earliest 
wish  community  in  Korneuburg  is  contained  in  the  investioS- 
ged  desecration  of  a Host  ( "korneubiirge r Uostiem^der" ) 

. stoning  of  a rabbi  and  his  servant,  dated  1302.  It  is 
.e  community  ceased  to  exist  in  1457,  when  Matthias  Corvinus 
•ry)  expelled  Jews  from  liis  area  of  influence,  puring  the 
"neuburg  waa  a center  of  comiaeroe,  rivallang,  at  tii*ies, 
strategically  important  stronghold,  often  besieged  but 
■ed.  Later,  Korneuburg  became  overshadowed  by  Vienna,  and 
ily  important  as  a administrative  center  (courthouse,  etc.), 
lealth  of  a solid  tax  base. 

• is  a humble,  but  strong  and  imnresuive  gothic  building 
' athnding  i.As^  . 

the  main  square  (Hauptplatz ),^  on  a small  equare  by  itself, 

by  two  walla  to  an  old  house;  the  walls,  the  synagog  and 

■ound  a little  garden.  The  early  records  show  tliat  the 

ionfisoated  from  the  comaunity  in  1421,  and  prose^ed  as 

town  by  Friedrich  III  (Hapsburg  Kmperor)  in  1460.  The 

sonverted  to  a flourmill  (horse-operated;  "Roflmlhile" ), 

ly  the  structure  is  designated  in  the  records  of  property 

("Schüttkasten" ). 

j is  built  of  irregular,  natural  stone,  with  the  exception 
ind  window/- frames,  the  corners  of  the  building,  and  a middle 
i nor"th  nert  south  wall,  v/hich  are  made  of  cut  stone.  V/iien 
r/as  converted  to  a mill,  the  "tall  gothic  winnows  were 
eked  off,  and  a gotliio  ai'chway  v/as  closed,  and  later 
oring  the  baroque  period)  a loading  door  \.'as  inserted 
all  at  the  second-floor  level,  and  holes  in  the  wall 
position  of  the  floor  joists  of  this  level  (I  don't  know 
was  part  of  the  original  design,  or  a later  addition). 


The  originally  present  ribbed  vault  Ins  been  lost,  but  the  insertion 
in  tile  walls  can  be  inferred  from  the  corners,  and  the  cut  stone  in  the 
midnle  of  the  north  and  south  v/all.  The  wooden  roof  v/as  lost  in  WW  II, 
when  in  an  air  raid  a bomb  razed  one  of  the  neighboring  houses. 

The  current  ownei^f  this  property  (house,  ^garden  and  sytiagog), <2.,') 

bought  it  1956.  '^Alois  and  Franziska  Uandl,  truckdriver  and~houaewife)^ 
Their  means  appear  rather  limited,  but  they  are  not  v/ithout  ambitions, 
and  have  cleared  out  the"bomb  rubble"  and  cunently  are  fixing  up  their 
house,  Ur.  Uiindl  doing  the  bricklaying  and  Mrs.  Uandl  mixing  the  mortar 
on  their  free  we-k  end.  Their  sons  are  in  their  early  twenties  (estimate), 
and  ax'parently  oar  mechaiiics  or  car  fanciers,  and  this  must  have  led 
to  the  project  to  convert  the  synagog  to  a garage.  According  to  Ur.  Uandl, 
the  structure  is  too  tall  for  this  purpose,  and  therefore,  his  plan  is 
to  reduce  the  haight  from  the  current  5 m to  about  3 a,  and  to  put  on 
a new  roof  construction. 

SUaiigely  enough,  although  the  synagog  is  apparently  the  only  one 
of  comi>arable  state  of  j/reservation  in  Austria,  and  one  of  the  oldest 
(if  not  THH  oldest  building  of  the  town),  it  has  found  little  interest. 

In  1958  Prof.  A.  Klaar,  expert  in  age  determination  ("dating" )^medltval 
structures  in  Austria,  made  a study  and  plan  of  the  building,  and  filed 
the  plan  with  the  "Bunde sdenkmalamt"  (National  Agency  for  Historic  Preser- 
vation). However,  the  building  was  not  put  on  the  register  (which  would 
liiait  the  unauthorized  change  of  the  structure  at  least  symbolically )J)ur.'u^ 
•=(  I contacted  several  agencies  (office  of  the  mayor  of 

Korneuburg,  Israelitische  Kultusgemeinde  Wien,  Bunde sdenkmalamt,  Ch/iir 
for  Judaistic  Studies  at  the  University  of  Vienna),  a found  interest, 
but  no  active  suppiort  to  save  the  building  from  its  impending  destruction. 
At  the  "Bundesdenkmalamt"  Landeskonservator  Br.  Kidlitschka  promissed 
to  start  working  on  "the  process  to  put  the  building  on  the  register 
at  the  occasion  of  my  visit  in  his  office  on  18  June  1979,  but^did  not 
hear  from  him  since. 

In  my  oppinion,  the  only  reliable  way  to  save  the  building  is  to  find 
means  to  purchase  it  from  the  current  owners  (Mr.  & Mrs.  Uandl),  and  to 
stop  its  further  decay  by  covering  it  at  least  with  a temporary  roof. 
Although  this  project  competes  with  the  current  efforts  to  restore  the 
famous  ghetto  in  ilisenstadt,  it  would  be  highly  desirable  to  start  a 
thorough  investigation  of  the  Korneuburg  site,  and  subsequently  find 
a use  for  the  syrui  -og  which  is  compatable  v.itii  its  iii..toi‘ic  value. 


End  of  [Ehern.  Synagoge 
(Ro?muhle)  in  Stadt  Korneuburg]. 


